
Stories & photos of native plants urgently needed - Can you help?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com

LAST NEWSLETTER FOR 2021 – Next newsletter late January 2022



 MEETING 18TH NOVEMBER   Mirini Lang – “Small Garden Design and Plant Selection” 
The meeting was held on ZOOM due to the health restrictions on live meetings.  

Mirini gave us a comprehensive slide show on how to go about garden design and examples of some common, robust plants to 
suit a variety requirements.

Steps In The Design Process
Site Analysis
Decide on garden purpose, feel, 
maintenance 
Design Principles

• Sense of Place
• Space

• Mass and void
• Scale and proportion: plants 

and buildings
• Unity
• Balance

Enhancing spacious feel in a small 
garden
Compositional elements of planting
Schematic diagram of new garden
Choose plants

Site Analysis
Landscape context
House character
Boundaries
Easements
Access

Hard landscaping 
Existing vegetation
Existing services
Routes used
Soil

Slope/levels
Neighbours
Sun and shade
Orientation
Drainage issues

Views
Water resources
Climate patterns
Council regulations

Garden purpose and theme

What do you want to do in your garden/ have it used for? 
How do you want your garden to feel when you are using it?
Allocated the largest space and key position to your most important purpose of the garden.

Design principles

Thanks Mirini for such an interesting and comprehensive presentation

  IN FLOWER IN MY GARDEN– C

Heather Maplesden’s Garden

Gastrolobium praemorsum
Brown Butterfly

 Small shrub with dark bronze
brown leaves that resemble the

wings of a butterfly. 
A hardy ground cover, drought

and frost tolerant once
established. Prefers a full sun to

part shade position.

Dicrastylist globiflora
Spreading shrub to 50cm x 1m.  Silvery grey foliage
and unusual fluffy white flower-heads that look like
balls of cotton in spring. Grows in most well drained

soils in full sun or part shade.

Lechenaultia biloba
Easily propagated by cuttings,

with most success in late spring
and summer. 

Plant in well-drained soils.
Prefers dry summers, with an
occasional summer watering.

Requires mulching.



Adenanthos cuneatus
Gound cover which features beautifully

textured colourful foliage. Grows well in well
drained soils. Its small red flowers are not

prominent but they are produced all year round
and attract small honey eating birds. 

Grow in full sun to get the best colour in the
new foliage growth.

Hibbertia stellaris
 Small shrub to 0.5m high.
Easily propagated and can

be treated as an annual.
Sunny or partly shaded

locations.  Requires very
well drained soils.

Eremophila muelleriana
An open shrub with light-coloured new foliage,

broad leaves and deep purple-violet flowers.

Graham Oliver’s Garden

Back in the dim, dark ages before Covid-19 walked the earth
Graham won a Correa reflexa in a 12” pot at one of the plant raffles
we held at our monthly meetings.  

His first thought was that it was too large and unsuitable to live in its
pot on his apartment’s exposed balcony.  

On second thoughts he decided that its stiff branches and dense habit
of growth might make it a suitable plant for a windy section of the
balcony where it would be in full sun, so he re-potted it in a larger
tub.  This turned out to be a good move.  After a few months of
inactivity the plant has suddenly doubled in size, withstood the
recent wind storm and is covered in flowers.

Not part of Graham’s balcony garden but an interesting old River Redgum growing on the edge of 
Lake Natimuk near Horsham where Graham’s son lives.  Unfortunately the lake is currently empty
and the bottom is a flat grassy plain.  When the lake is full the water comes up to about the line of 
redgum saplings in the near distance in the photo.  As the lake dries out and the water recedes 
redgum seeds which float on water are stranded near the former shoreline and when they shoot 
they become a good indicator of flood levels around the lake and the streams which fill it.
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 SUPPER ROSTER
March 17th 2022 Anna Kane & Graeme Stone

Please swap if unable to attend


